
GMO ERA Project

International Project on GMO Environmental Risk Assessment Methodologies

As indicated in the Cartagena Protocol there is a clear and urgent need for comprehensive 
scientific methods for pre-release testing and post-release monitoring of transgenic plants, 
to ensure their environmental safety and sustainable use. This project is an international 
initiative from public sector environmental scientists, in particular scientists from developing 
countries have a key role. 

The goal of the project is to develop and implement scientific methodologies to support the 
environmental risk assessment of transgenic plants. Scientists in Vietnam, Brazil and East 
Africa will build up teams and develop teaching tools to communicate the methodologies to 
scientists and regulators, and expand the impact in their respective regions. 

The GMO ERA Project is phase II of the GMO Guidelines Project

Tools to Support Environmental Risk 
Assessment of Transgenic Crops

GMO ERA Project  A project of public sector environmental scientists

Embrapa – Brazilian Agricultural Research Organization
Vietnam Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development MARD
Swiss Agency for Environment, Forests and Landscapes SAEFL

invite you to a:

Monday 30 May Lunchtime Side Event
13:15–14:45, Foyer Gallery II (Level 5). Food will be available.
Come also on Wednesday 1 June to an evening event!

Program
Mr. Hamdallah Zedan, CBD Secretariat and  

Ambassador B. Nobs, SAEFL, Switzerland welcome addresses

Dr. K Jenny, SDC, Switzerland introduction

Dr. A Hilbeck, ETHZ, Switzerland overview of project methodologies

Dr. E Fontes, Embrapa, Brazil ERA methods for Bt cotton in Brazil – gene flow

Dr. Nguyen Van Tuat, MARD, Vietnam methods for ERA in Vietnam

Dr. D Andow, Uni of Minnesota, USA outlook on phase II

Questions and discussion

Receive a free copy of a book on methods for environmental risk 
assessment of Bt maize in Kenya by attending this side event

www.gmo-guidelines.info

The event is sponsored by the Swiss 
Agency for Environment, Forests 
and Landscapes, the Swiss Agency 
for Development and Cooperation, 
Embrapa and MARD



Volume 1: A Case Study of Bt Maize in Kenya

Edited by A. Hilbeck and D.A.Andow. 
Published by CABI 2004.

Volume 2: Methodologies for Assessing Bt 
Cotton in Brazil

Edited by A. Hilbeck, D.A.Andow and E.M.G.Fontes. 
Publication by CABI 2005.

These peer-reviewed books are a timely and useful tool 
for scientists and policy makers involved in environmental 
risk assessment of GMOs, in particular for the current 
issues of Bt maize and Bt cotton.

A copy of the Brazil book will be available to delegates 
from developing countries who provide their full name 
and address to the project.

Order a copy of the Kenya and Brazil books at:
www.cabi-publishing.org/Bookshop > Plant Sciences > 
Biotechnology, Plant Breeding and Genetic Resources

GMO Guidelines Project: Algodão Bt: A report 
on the scientific results of the Brazil workshop, 
edited by D Capalbo and E Fontes, online in Portuguese:
www.cnpma.embrapa.br/download/documentos_38.pdf

Registration Form   (you can also register on the project website www.gmo-guidelines.info)

 I am interested in the book ‘Environmental Risk Assessment of Genetically Modified Organisms: Methodologies for Assessing 
 Bt Cotton in Brazil’ (MOP2 delegates are entitled to a free copy on receipt of full name and address)

 I wish to be informed regularly about the GMO ERA Project. Please put me on the mailing list.

Family name First name Title (Prof. Dr. Mr. Mrs. Ms.)

Organisation

Department and Position

Address 

Postcode City Country

Email

Tel  Fax

Website

Research interests / Interest in project

Comments on Kenya book

Send to project assistant: Evelyn Underwood, Geobotanical Institute, ETH Zurich, Zurichbergstrasse 38, CH-8044 Zurich, Switzerland.
Tel: +41 44 632 7787, Fax: +41 44 632 1215, email: evelyn.underwood@env.ethz.ch
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A Case Study of Bt Maize in Kenya
Volume 1

Many international forums have identified the need for comprehensive, transparent, scientific
methods for the pre-release testing and post-release monitoring of transgenic plants to ensure
their environmental safety and sustainable use. There is also wide recognition that the
regulatory and scientific capacity for conducting assessments needs to be strengthened
worldwide. In this book, public sector scientists contribute to fulfilling this need, by focusing on
transgenic maize in Kenya as a case study.

‘An important contribution that helps address the critical shortage of detailed, applied case
studies of risk assessment for GMOs in developing countries.’

Ryan Hill, Biosafety Programme, Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity

‘The questions asked and recommendations of the IOBC Working Group are scientifically sound
and should apply.’

Dr Christopher Ngichabe, Regional Coordinator, 
ASARECA Biotechnology and Biosafety Program

‘Very thorough, systematic and logical application of the guidelines which represents a major
effort to bring science into the foreground of the GMO biosafety issue.’

Dr Hans Herren, Director General, ICIPE

Also available from CABI Publishing

Consumer Acceptance of Genetically
Modified Foods
Edited by R.E. Evenson and V. Santaniello
2004   256 pages   ISBN 0 85199 747 3

Introgression from Genetically Modifed
Plants in to Wild Relatives
Edited by H.C.M. den Nijs, D. Barsch and J. Sweet
2004   432 pages   ISBN 0 85199 816 X

Regulating the Liabilities of Agricultural
Biotechnology
S. Smyth, P.W.B. Phillips, W.A. Kerr and 
G.G. Khachatourians
2004   224 pages   ISBN 0 85199 815 1

The Regulation of Agricultural
Biotechnology
Edited by R.E. Evenson and V. Santaniello
2004   304 pages   ISBN 0 85199 742 2

For further information on these titles and other publications, see our website at www.cabi-publishing.org

Edited by 
A. Hilbeck, Geobotanical Institute, Swiss Federal Institute of

Technology, Zurich, Switzerland, and 
D.A. Andow, Department of Entomology, University of Minnesota, USA

SERIES EDITORS A.R. KAPUSCINSKI AND P.J. SCHEI
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